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Truth or legend? 
 
1. There are many legends1 and a lot of interesting facts about the United Kingdom. Read the texts  

and write T for truth2 or L for legend. 
 

 
  People drank beer3  
  for breakfast in the  
Middle Ages4. 
 
 

  
  There are more 
  chickens than people 
in the UK. 

  
  Ian Fleming, the writer 
  of the James Bond 
books, got the idea for the 
code “007” from the bus he 

took from Canterbury to 
London. 
 
 

     
 
  If a woman looks into 
  a mirror5 and says 
“Bloody Mary” ten times, she 
will see her future husband6. 
 
 

  
  British people love 
  horses. All horses in  
the UK must have a horse 
passport7. 

  
  If a Londoner asks you 
  “What’s on custard8

?”, 
he or she wants to know 
what’s on TV. 

     
 
  An Englishman 
  invented9 champagne. 

  
  A long time ago there 
  lived a monster in 
Loch Ness, a lake10 in the 
north of Scotland. It was 
called Nessie. 

  
  In Britain’s cheese 
  rolling competition11,  
a wheel of cheese rolls down 
a hill12. People run after it 
and the fastest runner wins! 

 
2. Did you find everything out?  

You get one point for each correct answer. 
3. Write two truths and one lie13 about the United 

Kingdom. You can use the internet for help.  
4. Get together in groups of four. Present your 

statements. Can the group spot the lie14? 
 

How did you do? 

9–8 points: Fantastic! You can spot a lie14 
easily. Maybe you should become a detective. 
7–6 points: Good job! You already know a lot 
about the United Kingdom. 
5–4 points: Okay!  
3–0 points: You’ll do better next time! 

 
1 legend – Legende, Mythos (erfundene Geschichte); 2 truth – Wahrheit; 3 beer – Bier; 4 Middle Ages – Mittelalter;  
5 mirror – Spiegel; 6 future husband – zukünftiger Ehemann; 7 passport – Reisepass; 8 custard – Vanillesoße; 9 invent – erfinden;  
10 lake – See; 11 competition – Wettbewerb; 12 hill – Hügel; 13 lie – Lüge; 14 spot a lie – eine Lüge erkennen 
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